N3 UMMEPaTOPCKOro
noaapo4Horo oHaa

lipedcmaeneHHas 8 AykyuoHHoM dome «lenoc» Konnekyus u3 16
UapcKux nodapkos ¢hopMuposaiach YacmHbIM JIUYOM Ha NpomsKe-
HUU MHO2UX Jlem, nepuoduyecKu NONOJIHAACL NpedMemamu, NpuoG-
PpemaswuMucs 3a pybex<oM. lioamoMy oHa cocmoumu3u3sdenuli, abco-
JIOMHO He3HAKOMbIX aPM-PbIHKY OCCUU.

THE GELOS AUCTION HOUSE'S COLLECTION OF 16 TSARIST GIFTS
WAS FORMED OVER A NUMBER OF YEARS BY A PRIVATE PERSON,
AND WAS ENRICHED AT REGULAR INTERVALS BY ITEMS PUR-
CHASED ABROAD.

from the Imperial
Gift Fund
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TO TPU KOBILLA, ABa KyBLUIU-

Ha, CTaKaH C KpbILLKOM, CTO-

na, 6paTuHa, YaitHuK, 6nto-

10, iBa KyOKa, KOMIUIEKT U3

LLIEeCTU CTAKaHOB U Kodein-
HbI CepBU3. BoNbLMHCTBO 3KCMNOHATOB
BbIMOMHEHbI U3BECTHBIMWA MOCKOBCKMUMM
macTtepamu cepebpsiHoro gena XVII-XVIII
BEKOB 1 NpeACTaBNAoT coboi npeameTbl
061X0/a CBETCKOM XW3HY, TPaaULMOHHO
NpenoAHOCMBLUMECS OT LLIapCKOro MMeHM
«3a cnyx6y» 0co60 OTINUYMBLLMMCA CBOU-
MU penamu Bo 6naro rocysapcrsa Moa-
AaHHbIM. HayaTb pasroBop 0 nojapkax
PYCCKMX Liapeii cnefyeT ¢ UCKOHHO pyc-
CKMX, TPaAWLMOHHbLIX BWAOB MOCYAbI,
ApEeBHEWLINM U3 KoTopblX, 6e3 COMHeHu,
ABNAETCA KOBLU.

KoBlun 13 gparoueHHbIX MeTanioB
ObITOBaNM KaK NuTbeBas Mocyaa Ao no-
cneaHen yerseptu XVII Beka. M3 Hux nu-
AU MeA - oAuMH U3 Haubonee pacnpo-
CTpaHeHHbIX HanuTkoB [lpeBHer Pycwu.
B norpebax KOBLIM CAyXunu onpeje-
NIEHHON Mepol, U UMK NO/b30BaNUCh
npu 3a4yepnbliBaHUM U3 Bouyek pasnuy-
HbIX HaMUTKOB.

B koHue XVII - Hayane XIX Beka u3
YTUINTapHON Beln KOBLWMW MpeBpaTu-
JINCb B NPeAMET «MoXanoBaHWA» 3a pas-
nnyHble 3acnyru. C cepeamntbl XVII Beka
cepebpsAHyl0 nmocyay s MoXanoBaHWA
Hauyanu nsrotoenatb B CepebpsAHoii nana-
Te MockoBckoro Kpemnsa. Hecmotps Ha To
4TO CcXeMa 0(OpMIEHUNA KOBLLEW He Jony-
CKana BONbHOCTEN, rpaBMpOBaHHbIN Op-
HaMeHT Ha BHYTPEHHMX CTEHKaXx Bbln uH-

KoBuw »

WnnapuoH AptemMbeB
Basunos

Poccus, MockBa
1733

Cepebpo, YeKaHKa,
rpaBMpOBKa, nTbe,
30/104eHNe
11x28,5%x16,5

Kovsh (Ladle) »
Russia, Moscow

1733

lllarion Artemyev Vav-
ilov

Silver, chasing,
engraving, casting,
gilding

11 by 28.5 by 16.5 cm

KoBw

Poccus, Mocksa
1687-1688
Cepe6po, yeKaHKa,
rpaBUpOBKa, NTbe,
30/104€Hne
14x39x21,5

Kovsh (Ladle)
Russia, Moscow,
1687-1688

Silver, chasing,
engraving, casting,
gilding
14by39by21.5cm

hus, it contains objects

which are absolutely new

to the Russian art market:

three kovshes (ladles), two

jugs, a glass with a lid, a
cup, a bratina (Russian ball-shaped
vessel), a teapot, a dish, two gob-
lets, a set of six glasses and a cof-
fee set. Most of the exhibits were
made by famous Russian silversmiths
of the 17th and the 18th centuries,
and served as household items in sec-
ular life. Such items were traditionally
granted, on behalf of the tsar as
recognition of "service", to those sub-
jects who had made the highest con-
tribution to the welfare of their coun-
try. When speaking about Russian
tsarist gifts, one should start with the
traditional, native Russian kinds of
ware, the oldest of which is undoubft-

edly, the kovsh.

Kovshes made from precious
metals, served as drinking vessels up
until the last quarter of the 17th cen-
tury. They were used for drinking
mead - one of the most common
drinks of Old Russia. In cellars, kovsh-
es served as measuring vessels and
were used for ladling various drinks
from casks.

In the late 17th, 18th and early
19th centuries, kovshes evolved from
being mere items for practical use,
into objects granted for diverse mer-
its. Since the mid-17th century, silver-
ware was made specifically for this
purpose by the Moscow Kremlin Silver
Chamber. Despite strict rules govern-
ing pattern and design the ornamental
engravings on the insides were free,
therefore allowing a master to show-
case his talent as an ornamentalist.
The size of the kovsh depended on the
recipient’s status, his position, and the
significance of his merit. Kovshes were
granted to merchants and tradesmen
for contributing to the national treas-
ury, mainly by collecting customs and
tavern duties, as well as to Cossacks
"for faithful service".

The earliest object in the Imperi-
al Gift Fund is a silver-qilt kovsh, made
in 1687-1688 by an unknown master
of the Moscow Kremlin Silver Cham-
ber. A vase with a bouquet is one of
the carefully selected images on the
kovsh’s handle - an image which at
that time, symbolized wealth and pros-
perity.

One of the most interesting
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AVBUAYaNbHbIM, U MAacTep MOr NPOABUTbL
CBOWM TaNaHT XyLOXHMKa-OpHaMeHTanu-
cta 6e3 Kakux-nmbo orpaHuyeHuin. Pas-
Mep KoBLUA 3aBM1CeN OT 06LYeCTBEHHOMO
MONOXEHUA Harpaxpaemoro, 3aHUMae-
MOV MM JOMKHOCTU W 3HAYMMOCTU 3a-
cnyr. KoBluM »kanoBanu TONbKO TOPro-
BbIM 1 MOCAACKWM JIIOAAM «3a npubop»,
T.€. 32 NPUHECEHHYI0 Ka3He Npubblib B
OCHOBHOM Mpu c6ope MOWAUH ¢ Kaba-
KOB M Ha TaMOXHAX, @ TaKXe OHU Mnpe-

MOAHOCUAWNCL Ka3aKaM ¢3a BepHble
CNYKObI.

Haunbonee paHHWi1 npeaMeT U3 NM-
nepaTopckoro nojapoyHoro ¢oHaa
NpeACTaB/ieH B KOMNEKLMM cepebpAHbIM
M030/104eHHbIM KOBLUIOM paboTbl Heus-
BecTHoro mactepa Cepe6psHoii nanatbl
Kpemns, co3aaHHbiM B 1687-1688 ro-
nax. M3obpaxeHne Basbl ¢ ByKeToM Ha
pydyKe-noiiKke KoBLa BblBpaHO He cny-
YaiiHO - B Te BpeMeHa 370 bbli cUMBON
6oratctBa 1 M306MANA.

OAHUM 13 Hanbonee UHTEpeCHbIX
uapckux nogapkos XVIII Beka aBnaerca
KOBLLI Jyywwero cepebpAHuMKa MOCKBbI
Toro Bpemenun - Wnnapunona AptembeBsa
BaBunoBa, yel umeHHuK «JlapnoHb Ap-
TEMbEBLY MOXHO YBUAETb Ha M3enun.
KoBLww BbINONHeH 13 cepebpa ¢ nosono-
Toih B 1733 rogy v nMeeT xapaKTepHyto
nagpesugHyo ¢opmy. [lHo KoBwa no
TPaAULMU YKpaLLEHO YeKaHHbIM repbo-
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BbIM OpJIOM, py4Ka-noJiKa ;eKOpMpoBaHa
JIerKo y3HaBaeMbIM NOPTPETOM UMMepaT-
puubl AHHbI MloaHHOBHbI B BUAE KapTy-
LA nog, KOPOHOM.

Co3aaHue 3TOro KoOBLUA CBA3AHO
C ApeBHeil TpaauuuMei HarpaxpeHus
LapCKUMK NojapKamMu KasaubWx ata-
MaHOB W cTaplwuH. Hagnuck Ha KoBlue
CBUAETENbCTBYET O €ro MNoXanoBaHWUM
umnepatpuuen AHHon WMoaHHOBHOM
cTapwuHe [JOHCKOro BOMCKa KasaKy
®ununny OKceHOBY, KOTOpbIV, BEPOAT-
Ho, 6bIn cbiHOM aTamaHa OkceHa ®po-
710Ba, HarpaxzaeHHoro nofo6bHbIM cepe-
6paHbIM KoBlwoM B 1717 roay. Moxa-
/loBaHMe KOBLIOM pacLeHUBanoch Ka-
3aKaMy Jaxe Bbllle, YeM NoXanoBaHue
cabneit. )KanoBaHHble KOBWW Nepeja-
Ba/NNCb HacnefHMKaM MO MYXCKOW Jin-
HUW, @ B OTCYTCTBME TaKOBbIX - B Liep-
KOBb Ha MOMMWH Aywun. Hago oTMeTuTh,
yto ¢ 1722 ropa Ha «aeno Koslia» u3
Ka3Hbl OTMycKanacb CTPOro onpepe-
NeHHas cymma - 16 py6nen 50 Koneek
atamaHy u 15 pybneii ctapwure. Hag-
nuck yTBepxaanacb BoeHHon Konneru-
el 1 He Morna 6bITb U3MeHeHa Ge3 ee
BeAoMa.

CepebpsiHoe no3ono4eHHoe 6o~

4 KoBu
Poccusa, MockBa
1687-1688
®dparmeHt

< Kovsh (Ladle)
Russia, Moscow
1687-1688
Detail

YaitHuk

Poccus, MockBa
Cepepuna XVl B.,
NpeanooXUTeNbHO
1754

Cepebpo, KocTb,
YeKaHKa, nTbe,
30/104eHNe
13x20,5%13

Teapot

Russia, Moscow,
mid-18th century,
apparently 1754
Silver, ivory,
chasing, casting,
gilding

13 by 20.5 by 13 cm

KoBw

Poccusa, Mocksa,
1687-1688
PparmeHT

Kovsh (Ladle)
Russia, Moscow,
1687-1688
Detail

tsarist gifts of the 18th century is a
kovsh, which belonged to the most
highly-rated Moscow silversmith of
that time - lllarion Artemyev Vavilov.
His mark «JlapuoHb ApTeMbeBb» can
be seen on the item. This kovsh, made
in 1733, is silver-gilt, and boat-shaped.
In accordance with fradition, the
kovsh's underside is embossed with
the eagle of the coat of arms, and the
handle is decorated with an easily rec-
ognizable portrait of Empress Anna
loannovna, in the form of a cartouche
below the crown.

The production of this kovsh is
related to the old tradition of present-
ing tfsarist gifts fo Cossack atamans
and starshinas ("first sergeants”). An
inscription on the kovsh says that it
was granted by Empress Anna loan-
novna to the starshina of the Don
Army Cossack Philipp Oxenov, pre-
sumably the son of the ataman Oxen
Frolov, who was awarded with a simi-
lar kovsh in 1717. To be awarded a
Kovsh was considered an even
greater honour for the Cossacks than
the award of a sabre. Granted kovsh-
es were handed down to male heirs,

[0 Kak BWA NocyAbl HapaBHe C KOBLIOM
MOXHO OTHECTM K Haubonee ApeBHUM
npeaMeTaM [OMalUHEro W 3acTo/bHOro
o6uxoga. A K koHuy XVIII Beka npu aBo-
pe ctaHoBUTCA 06blyaeM xanoBatb 6io-
Ja B KayecTBe MoAapKa KaK BblCOYait-
wyro 61arogapHoCTb.

bntopo, Bxoasllee B Konnexkuumio,
6bin0 co3aHo B 1778 rofy MOCKOBCKUM
cepebpsHMKoM AnekceeM AdaHacbeBbIM
KocbipeBbIM. [IHO 13penua AeKopupoBa-
HO penbedHoi KoMno3uuuen c n3obpa-
KEHVEM CLeHbl U3 aHTUYHOW Mudono-
ruv - [epakn, BbIBOAALMIA U3 NOA3EMHO-
ro uapcrea Llep6epa. Ckopee Bcero, 3a-
Kas3umK He cnyyairiHo Bbibpan cloxer 06
OfHOM M3 nocneAHUX noasuros lepakna.
Bo3MOXHO, MHOCKa3aTesbHbIN CMbIC O
HeBMAaHHOM xpabpocTtu lepakna nepe-
KnvKancs ¢ ero 6uorpacuen nnm MomeH-
TaMU XKWU3HU KOTo-TO 13 BAM3KUX Ntogei.
MOoXHO NpeAnonoXuTh, 4to 611040 b0
3aKa3aHo B NaMATb O JIMYHbIX NOABUrax
3aKa3uyMKa B Mepuopj pyCCKO-TypeLKow
BOVHbI 1768-1774 ropos.

PenbedHble n306paxeHus, otanya-

Bntono
Anekcen AdaHacbeB
Kocblipes (?)
Poccua, Mocksa
1778
Cepebpo, yeKaHKa,
30/104eHne
41,2x57,5

Dish
Russia, Moscow
1778
Alexey Afanasyev
Kosyrev (?)
Silver, chasing,
gilding

41.2 by 57.5 cm

Kosuw

WnnapvoH
AptembeB BaBunos
Poccua, Mocksa
1733

PparmeHT

Kovsh (Ladle)
Russia, Moscow
1733

Illarion Artemyev
Vavilov

Detail

or, in the absence of such an heir,
were donated to the church. It is sig-
nificant that since 1722 the treasury
allotted a fixed amount of 16 roubles
50 kopecks to atamans, and 15 rou-
bles to starshinas for «the kovsh’s
case». The inscription on the kovsh
was approved by the Military Board
and could not be changed without the
Board'’s permission.

The silver-gilt dish, displayed

along with the kovsh as a kind of ware,
can be considered among the oldest
household and fable items. By the late
18th century, it had become a court
tradition to grant dishes as a sign of
imperial gratitude.

The dish in this collection was
made in 1778 by Moscow silversmith
Alexey Afanasyev Kosyrev. Its under-
side is chased with a relief mythologi-
cal scene of Hercules bringing Cer-
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berus up from the Underworld. The
customer would have chosen the sub-
ject of one of the last labours of Her-
cules advisedly as Hercules’ unprece-
dented courage, allegorically
expressed in the scene, was likely to
refer to the recipient’s own biography,
or events in the life of his near rela-
tions or close friends. The dish was
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Ky6ok

Poccus, Mocksa
Cepeanna XVIII B.
Cepebpo, yeKaHka,
30/104eHne

B.32

Beaker

Russia, Moscow,
mid-18th century
Silver, chasing,
gilding. h 32 cm

presumably ordered in commemora-
tion of the customer’s feats in the
Russian-Turkish War of 1768 - 1774.

There are relief images on anoth-
er item of the collection which are
equally notable for their artistic value
and rare professional workmanship.
The object in question is a silver-gilt
ball-shaped rocaille teapot with an
ivory handle, made in 1754. The
teapot's shape is somewhat unusual
because of the highly set spout, made
by the workmaster in the form of an
eagle’s head. An object with a similarly
extraordinary interpretation is kept in
the Collection of the Moscow Kremlin
Museums.

Another exhibit worth noting is a
silver beaker of the mid-18th century -
a rarity in the antiques market. In the
course of the 18th century, silver
beakers served not only as drinking
vessels but also as granted and award-
ed decorative works of art.

The beaker in question is unique,
not only on the merit of its fine orna-
ment, but also on that of its conven-
tional portrait images. Having a cup, a
glass or a beaker engraved with «big-
wigs» was fashionable at that time. We
can see that this beaker is decorated
with "bigwigs”, since none of the
depicted characters are wearing the
imperial crown or an ermine cloak,
and in fact the men’s cloaks resemble
those of Old Russian princes.

Works by silversmiths, similar in
workmanship and originality fo the
items in this particular collection can
only be found in large public collec-
tions: the Moscow Kremlin Museums,
the State Historical Museum of
Moscow or the State Hermitage Muse-
um of St. Petersburg. This particular
collection is the first private collection
to bear direct relation to Russian tsars
and their circles. Furthermore, all the
exhibits are evidence of the Russian
masters’ outstanding craftsmanship in
a full range of silversmith techniques.
Experts unanimously agree that this
collection is of undoubtedly high artis-
tic and historical value, worthy of the
best museums. The exhibition of this
collection at the Gelos’ is an indu-
bitably great event not only for anti-
quaries and collectors, but also for
anyone who values Russian national
culture.

Olga Kuzmenko
Yulia Progonova

IOLMECA He MeHblluei XyA0XKeCTBeHHON
LIeHHOCTbIO W pefKuM npodeccroHanb-
HbIM MCMONHEHNEM, MOXHO HabnoAaTh
elle Ha OAHOM W3JeNnuu JaHHON 3Kcno-
3uumnn. 310 cepebpAHbIA, MOKPbITLIN Mo~
30/10TOI, POKabHbIN YalHUK LLApo06-
pa3Hoin GopMbl C KOCTAHOW Py4KoWn, co-
3aaHHbIN B 1754 rogy. @opma yaiHUKa
HECKOJIbKO HeoBblYHa M3-3a BbICOKO Mo-
CTaB/IEHHOrO HOCUKa B BUJE rof0Bbl Op-
na. AHanor cTofb OpUrMHAaNbHOW TpaK-
TOBKW CyLuecTByeT B cobpaHun Mysees
MockoBckoro Kpemnsi.

Cnegyer Takke 0cobo OTMETUTb
pefKWin fNA aHTUKBapHOro pblHKa ce-
pebpsAHbIi KYBOK C KpbILWKON cepeam-
Hbl XVl Beka. Ha npotsxeHun Bcero
XVIII BeKa Kyb6KU cnyXunm u B Kavect-
BE eMKOCTU ANA HanWTKOB, HO W KakK
)KanoBaHHbIE N HarpajHble npov3sese-
HWA NPUKNAAHOIO UCKYCCTBA.

[JaHHbIi KyBOK YHUKANEH TeM, YTo
B €ro JeKope MpuUCYyTCTBYeT He TO/bKO
MpeKpacHo BbINOJHEHHbI OPHAMEHT, HO
W yCnoBHble NOPTPETHbIE M306paXeHuA.
MMeTb floMa KpyXKKY, Ky6OK 1nmn Hebonb-
LIOM CTaKaH C «nepcoHamu» 6bl10 Mop-
HO. /IMeHHO TaKue yCcNoBHbIe «MepCcoHbI»
YKpaLatoT U 3TOT KyBOK, MOCKONbKY HU
Ha OHOM 13 aHaNOrMYHbIX HET UMnepa-
TOPCKON KOPOHbI, OfEXAbl NMEPCOHAKEN
He MMEI0T rOpPHOCTaeBbIX MaHTWA, a nna-
LM MYXKYMH HABOAAT Ha MbIC/b O KHA3b-
Ax [pesHei Pycu.

M3penua mactepoB-cepebpAHNKOB,
Mo MacTepcTBY W YHUKaNbHOCTW aHano-
rMYHble npeaMeTaM U3 AaHHOW KOMneK-
LMW, MOXKHO YBUAETb TOJIbKO B KPYMHbIX
roCyAapCTBeHHbIX cobpaHusax — Mysesx
Mockosckoro Kpemns, Mcropnuyeckom
mysee (Mocksa), Ipmutaxe (CankT-le-
TepOypr). 3Ta Konnekuua ABNAETCA nep-
BbIM YaCTHbIM COBpaHMEM, UMEIOLLMM He-
MOCPeACTBEHHOE OTHOLLEHWE K PYCCKUM
LlapsAM 1 ux oKkpyxeHuto. Kpome Toro, Bce
3KCMOHaTbl ABNAT co60i 06pa3sLbl Bbl-
COKOro npogeccroHann3ma pyccKkux ma-
CTEpOB, [eMOHCTPUPYIOLWMX B U3JENNAX
NpeBOCXOAHOE KauyecTBO CBOeN paboTbl
BO BCeX TeXHWKax cepebpsaHoro aena. Mo
€IMHOrNaCHOMY MHEHMWI0 3KCMepToB,
cobpaHune MMeeT 6eccnopHO BbICOKYHO
XYAOXKECTBEHHYI), UCTOPUYECKYID U My-
3eliHyt0 3HaYMMocTb. HecoMHeHHO, npea-
craBneHve «lenocom» 3TON KonneKuUn
pyccKoro cepebpa - 6onblioe cobbiTne
KaK ANA aHTUKBApOB W KOEKLMOHEpOB,
TaK U ANS KaXA0r0, KTO JIOPOXKMNT PyCCKOM
HaLWOHaNbHOW Ky/bTypoil.

Onbea Ky3bmeHko
HOnus lNpozoHosa




